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...is named in honor of one of the world's foremost acting teachers.
After a long and successful career in films and on Broadway, 

including ten years with the famous "Group Theatre," Adler began teaching 
her acting technique, which is based on her personal work 

with Konstantin Stanislavski-a technique that nurtures
 the imagination of the actor.

Stella's teachings have been embraced by many of the world's most
 notable actors, writers and directors, including Marlon Brando, 
Robert DeNiro, Benicio Del Toro, Melanie Griffith, Susan Clark, 
Harvey Keitel, Richard Dreyfuss, Cybill Shepherd, John Ritter, 
Peter Bogdanovich, Gary Ross, Mark Ruffalo, Holland Taylor, 

and Ken Martin, to name only a few.

The Stella Adler Academy of Acting & Theatre Los Angeles was founded 
in 1985 by Stella Adler, Joanne Linville and Irene Gilbert. 

Call us or visit us online at www.StellaAdler-LA.com.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Brad Fischer • Nicki Fowler • Ken Martin • Wendy Overend

John Jack Rodgers • Mark Ruffalo • Hillary Weaver

STAFF
Theatre Manager: Ray Taylor-Smith
Technical Director: David Carreno

Outreach Director: Rochelle Rossman
 DIrector of Student Affairs: Alex Aves

Book PassingSOLO for your next event! 
Perfect for...
High Schools • Colleges 
Book Clubs • Private Events
Visit TST online for info!
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Mission
Founded in the aftermath of the 1992 Los Angeles riots with the belief that we could affect 
social change through our art, the Towne Street Theatre's mission is creating, developing 
and producing original work that is reflective of the African-American experience and 
perspective for theatre and film.

In order to further illuminate the role African-American artists have played in the history of the 
American theatre, we also produce a series entitled "Black Classics," dedicated to the work 
of playwrights seldom produced, such as Loften Mitchell, Alice Childress and Steve Carter.

Our mission of affecting social change is extended with our commitment to developing the 
next generation of theatre artists through our children's programming. 

Executive Board of Directors
Veronica Thompson, President
Nancy Renée, Vice President
Nancy Cheryll Davis, Secretary
Harriet A. Dickey
Sy Richardson
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Founders
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Edward H. Smith, Esq
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Special Thanks
Nathaniel Bellamy
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Ken Cosby
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Mark V. Jones
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Diane Sellers
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Stella Adler Theatre
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CAST
Bruce • Joseph Andrew
Prudence • Brittany Rene Whitaker
Bob • Lamar Usher
Stuart • Mustafa Eck
Charlotte • Anna Gabrielle 
Waiter • Erin Nicole Washington

CREW
Directed by • Joseph Andrew
Assistant Director • Erin Nicole Washington
Producers • Nancy Cheryll Davis, Nathaniel Bellamy, 
" Nancy Renée, Kenny Cooper, Barbara A. Fisher, 
" Patricia Fructuoso
Stage Manager • Onaje Abayomi
Costume Designer • Nancy Renée
Music Coordinator • Joseph Andrew
Light Operator • Onaje Abayomi
Sound Operator • Jonathan Harrison

"The video and/or audio recording of this performance 
by any means whatsoever is strictly prohibited."

“Special thanks to Sivan Tsanha for getting the ball rolling 
and believing in me.” – Joseph

In our efforts to stay green, please view bios of cast and production team online at www.townestreet.org

• • • •Click to follow TST online!

•
Beyond Therapy is presented by 

special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.
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Joseph Andrew (Director / Music Coordinator / Bruce) Joseph Andrew has had the passion for 
the theatre since the age of seven. His credits include: Everybody Hates Chris, Zoey 101, and a 
Hamilton Beach commercial to name a few. Directing is a new found passion for Joseph, having his 
directorial debut with Beyond Therapy. TST Kid-TST Member!

Anna Gabrielle (Charlotte) was born in the heart of Los Angeles on October 30, 1992. Her love for 
performing came at a young age. Since then she has begun to develop her craft through classes 
with Upright Citizens Brigade and studying under Dan Ireland. Her most recent projects include 
America's Most Wanted and Salseras. She is thrilled to be working with her Beyond Therapy family 
for a second run! 

Mustafa Eck (Stuart) graduated from USC's School of Cinematic Arts where he created little 
personal films without any of the required permits. He is currently creating a documentary about the 
Egyptian revolution, which incorporates ideas about dual identity and his bi-cultural 
heritage. Mustafa is also attending therapy due to similar complications as his patients in Beyond 
Therapy.

Lamar Usher (Bob) Lamar Usher is a fresh young talent who loves all facets of art. His goal is to 
use his talent to provide joy and ease to those in need. Lamar Usher is a proud member of Towne 
Street Theatre Company and is currently majoring in Theatre at the University of Southern 
California. 



Brittany Rene Whitaker (Prudence) Brittany has been acting for 13 years and is represented by 
Abrams Artists Agency. She has done multiple national commercials, musicals, and a guest 
appearance on a television show. This is her first lead role in a production and she dedicates all of 
her appreciation to God and her biggest supporters, her parents. As a recent college graduate she is 
ready to fulfill her dreams of becoming a famous actress and being best friends with Rihanna.

Erin Nicole Washington (Waiter) recently graduated from Purchase Acting Conservatory with her 
BFA. She has returned home to Los Angeles to face this beast of an industry, and is more than 
ready to apply herself. Recent roles: Thea (Hedda Gabler), Margaret (Much Ado About Nothing), 
Anitra (Peer Gynt). Erin is finding herself behind-the-scenes as a stage hand, assistant director and 
producer. She thanks her family and friends for all their support and unconditional loyalty!

Celebrating our 20th Season!



Nancy Cheryll Davis (TST Co-Founder / Director / Producer) An Alumna of the prestigious 
American Conservatory Theatre of San Francisco and the Lincoln Center Directors Lab West, 
Nancy is a critically acclaimed director and producer. Producer credits include Sister Cities, 
Langston & Nicolas (conception & direction) Nevis Mountain Dew, Joleta, Haints, Conjuremen & 
Leaving, Millennium in Black (conception & direction), Passing, Five on the Blackhand Side, Follow, 
The Paper Swan, Twisted Dance, Psychology of Chromosome X, Summers in Suffolk, for TST. Two 
short films, Family and Summer Dreams-a 2005 Pan African Film Festival entry, Madwoman of 
Chaillot/Culver City Public Theater, Story in Harlem Slang/Company of Angels, L.A. Hair Story/
Cornerstone Theatre Company. Winner: NAACP Best Actress award for Passing, based on Nella 
Larsen’s 1920’s novella, (conception & producer), League of Allied Arts & Women in Theatre award. 
Her one woman touring show, PassingSOLO, is in the Solo Woman Black series sponsored by the 
Mellon Foundation at Northwestern University and will be published by Northwestern University 
Press. 
Best Actress Nominee: Flyin West /St. Louis Black Repertory, NAACP Best Ensemble Nominee for 
The Bow Wow Club/Stella Adler Theatre and many other theater credits. Film & Television: Dexter, 
1600 Penn, Hollywood Shuffle, The Five Heartbeats, I’m Gonna Git You Sucka!, Menace to Society, 
The Court Martial of Jackie Robinson, The Young and The Restless, and others.

Celebrating our 20th Season!



Nancy Renée (TST Co-Founder / Director / Producer)  A native of Washington, D.C., Nancy holds 
a BFA degree in Performing Arts (Theatre & Dance) from American University.  

She's been a theatre professional for over thirty years, with local and regional credits including: 
(Acting) Sister Cities, Daddy's Dyin' Who's Got The Will, Nevis Mountain Dew, Psychology of 
Chromosome X (NAACP Best Actress Nominee), Summers In Suffolk, Joleta (NAACP Best 
Ensemble Nominee), Millennium In Black, Just Men, Leonce & Lena, A Raisin In The Sun, Sweet 
Charity, and Damn Yankees. 

(Directing) Zombie Tale, I Dream of Emmett Till, PassingSOLO, Five On The Blackhand Side, 
Collard Green Tomato Pie, Passing (NAACP Choreography Nomination), Conversation Cafe, 
Surprised, Is It Me Or Is It Hot In Here?, and Family Album.

For Towne Street Kids she directed Bubbling Brown Sugar, Disney’s Beauty And The Beast, The 
Wiz, plus original musicals TST Glee! and TST IDOL. 

Nancy was 2011 NAACP Theatre Award Winner for Best Costumes - Local, for Langston & Nicolás 
(also NAACP Choreography Nomination). She received NAACP Theatre Award Best Costume
nominations for Very Strange Fruit, Nevis Mountain Dew, and Cool Negroes. 

Nancy's film and TV acting credits include The Closer, Las Vegas, Zoey 101, thirtysomething, Set It 
Off, HBO's Breast Men, Disney's Horse Sense, and the classic Fast Times At Ridgemont High. 

Celebrating our 20th Season!



Nathaniel Bellamy (TST Co-Founder / Production Designer / Producer) A multi-faceted artist; 
production designer, lighting & sound designer, photographer, editor and more. Nathaniel has 
designed set, lighting and sound for nearly all TST productions in its 20 year history, including all 10 
minute Play festivals, Sister Cities, Langston & Nicolas, Nevis Mountain Dew, Passing, An American 
Tract, Very Strange Fruit, Cool Negroes, The Meeting, The Phonograph, Psychology of 
Chromosome X, Summers in Suffolk, Joleta, Haints, Conjuremen & Leaving, Millennium in Black & 
Five on the Blackhand Side, TST IDOL, TST GLEE and others.  
Nathaniel is also an acclaimed photographer with his photo exhibits over the last 30 years including 
Louis Stern Galleries in Beverly Hills, Komm Gallery in Nuremberg, Germany. Los Angeles Museum 
for Afro-American History and Culture, The Museum of African American Art, Bel Ami Studios, Black 
Photographers of California, "Portrait of America" - Smithsonian Museum and "Festac77" in Lagos, 
Nigeria.  He is published In the Life in a Day of Black L.A ... THE WAY WE SEE IT.  Production 
stills:"Wild Palms", (Oliver Stone's television mini series), Robert Townsend's "Hollywood Shuffle", 
"Tap" with Gregory Hines and “The Rhyming Zoo” with Meshak Taylor. 2004 NAACP nominee for 
Best Lighting for TST’s Passing.  
His photos have appeared in the Calendar Section/L.A. Times, New York Magazine, Ebony 
Magazine, Premier Movie Magazine, Players Magazine, Connoisseur Magazine, Los Angeles 
Herald, DramaLogue, Variety, Backstage West.  
Nathaniel is partner with Foster Corder in Hit The Ground Running, a film production company 
specializing in Digital Films and has edited the TST shorts, Summer Dreams and Family, among 
others.

Celebrating our 20th Season!



Kenny Cooper (Producer) is a former real estate research analyst. TV: NBC’s The Office, CW/
BET’s The Game, General Hospital. Commercials: Circuit City, McDonald’s, Kingsford Charcoal. 
Stage: Richard III (Shakespeare Theatre Company) and Miss Evers’ Boys (Hard Bargain Players), 
Kenny was also a 2012 ABFF Star Project Finalist, and is a member of Towne Street Theatre.

Barbara A. Fisher (Producer) Producing credits include: co-producer on the award winning web 
series, CHICK, and associate producer on the feature film, Three Times a Lady. She was last seen 
in TST’s 10 Minute Play Festival in Vote Here, Your Haunted Heart and Me, and TST’s Film Reading 
Series as ‘Izzy’ in The Fountain. Favorite roles: ‘Mrs. Medlock’ in The Secret Garden, and ‘Mrs. 
Vanderkeift’ in The Sting, for which she won a Best Supporting Actress from COLSAC. 

Erin Nicole Washington (Assistant Director) See Cast Bio

Patricia Fructuoso (Assistant Director / Producer) is a Los Angeles native, a Bruin, and proud 
TST member / producer since January 2013. She plays the lead villain, Zyra, in the award-winning 
web series, GUIDES. Patricia would like to thank her parents for their unwavering support.

Nancy Renée (Costume Designer) Nancy was 2011 NAACP Theatre Award Winner for Best 
Costumes - Local, for Langston & Nicolás (also NAACP Choreography Nomination). She received 
NAACP Theatre Award Best Costume nominations for Very Strange Fruit, Nevis Mountain Dew, and 
Cool Negroes. 



Onaje Abayomi (Stage Manager / Lights Operator) attended Florida School of the Arts in Palatka, 
Florida for Theater and Improv. He recently auditioned for the future MarsOne Mission, taking 
humanity to Mars to establish its own colonization. Onaje has devoted his time to Beyond Therapy 
as Stage Manager and truly appreciates the opportunity and the lasting friendships he has made.

Jonathan Harrison (Sound Operator) (AGVA) West Coast Director of The Collinsport Players, 
writes, directs and performs in sketches based on cult TV show, Dark Shadows at conventions.
Most recently portrayed Abraham Lincoln in Abraham And Barack at UCLA. Visceral Company, 
Stephen King’s Dead Of Night. Member of Write Act Repertory and Towne Street. Producer and 
ensemble cast member of Dungeon Master.

Celebrating our 20th Season!


